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THE U-2 AFFAIR

- ‘Our Boy Isn’t There,"

- U. S. Officials Hear |

By DAVID WISE and

_ THOMAS B. ROSS

On a quiet, tree-lined street
in  Georgetown, Washington's
most  fashionable - residential
section, a telephone rang at
11:15 a.m., the first of May.
in the home of Hugh 8. Cum-
ming, jr., chief of intelligence
and research of the United
States Department of State. A
maid answered.

Because it was Sunday, Cum-
iming, a distinguished, white~
‘hafred member of one of Vir-
ginia's oldest families, was in
‘chureh, . |

Not until he returned to his
‘house on O street shortly after
noon did Cumming learn that
& man had called and was u-
gently trying to reach bém,
From the name, Cumming
knew what it might be; the
caller was his CIA contact for
the U-2 operation.

The Cummings’ coal - black
dachshund, Grefchen, watched
&s her master dialed.

“Our boy isn't there,”” the
voice on the other end of the
line said carefluly. “We don't
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densed from the book, “The ©.2
Atfair,” which tells the story be-
hind the most explosive espionage
case of the 20th century, Copy-
right, 1962, by David Wise and
Thomas B. Ross. Published in New
York by Random House, inc.

would have been meaningless
to anyone lstening, its import o s
was chillingly clear to Cum- o
ming:

The U-2 was overdue at
Bodo; it was presumed down,
probably somewhere in the So-
viel,” Unfon. The fate of the
plaar and pilot was unknown.
Cuwrining had been the first
officlal of the State Depart-
mens notified by the CIA.

4 .len Dulles did not yet
knev. He was, on Sunday
maotiung, ‘in the Grand Ball-
rootn of the Waldorf-Astoria in
Ner' York City, receiving the:
GelZen Rule Award. :

for the moment, at least,
Cusraing was the official who
he¢l vy act.

JZ\ough his name was un-

know what happened to him. «wnAm to the .general public,
Although the conversation|, '
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